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Abstract

Title of Thesis: Perceived social acceptance and its relationship to body image
among bariatric surgery patients in Riyadh.

Resercher Name: Nuha Nawaf Saad Alotaibi.

Supervisor: Prof. Dhafer Mohammad Algahtani.

College and University: Al Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University-
Faculty of Social Sciences.

Department: Psychology. Branch/ Track: Social and personality.

Degree: Master. Academic Year: 2022/2023.

The current study aimed to find the relationship between perceived social acceptance and
body image among patients undergoing bariatric surgery in Riyadh. To achieve this goal, the
researcher used the descriptive approach in its two parts (relational and comparative). The study
sample consisted of 309 individuals, male and female, who underwent bariatric surgery in Riyadh.
They were chosen intentionally. The researcher also used the perceived social acceptance scale
that she prepared and the body image scale prepared by Zahia Hamzawy (2017).

The study showed the following results: There is a direct, positive, statistically significant
relationship between the total degree of perceived social acceptance and its sub-dimensions (self-
acceptance and social acceptance) and the total degree of body image and its sub-dimensions
(physical, cognitive, and social). Also, there are no statistically significant differences between
the mean scores of the study individuals on the dimensions of the perceived social acceptance
scale and their total score due to the gender difference (male, female). There are statistically
significant differences in the two dimensions of the perceived social acceptance scale and its total
score due to the age variable in favor of a group (greater than 40 years). There are also statistically
significant differences between the mean ranks of the scores of the two groups (married and
single) on the social acceptance dimension, one of the dimensions of the perceived social
acceptance scale, due to the marital status variable in favor of the married group. There were no
statistically significant differences between the mean ranks of the study subjects' scores on the
social acceptance scale perceived by the dimension and the total score due to the difference in the
type of surgery variable. There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores
of patients undergoing obesity surgery on the social dimension of the body image scale and their
total score due to the gender variable in favor of males. There are statistically significant
differences in the social dimension of the body image scale and its total score between the two
groups (less than 30 years old) and (more than 40 years old) in favor of the group (more than 40
years old). There are statistically significant differences in the social dimension of the body image
scale between two groups (less than 30 years old and 30 to 40 years old) in favor of the latter
group. There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the married and
single groups on the physical and social dimensions as well as on the total score of the scale, in
favor of the married group. There were no statistically significant differences between the mean
scores of the study subjects on the body image scale (total score and the three dimensions of the
scale) due to the different types of surgery. The perceived social acceptance of bariatric surgery
patients in Riyadh can be predicted through body image.

Keywords: Perceived social acceptance - body image - bariatric surgery patients.
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